
Idowmbcr 21, 1?56 

Dear Boris: 

Tnank you for your letter of October 2. I am sorry to be so 
tardy (..n raplying, but we have been waiting for the plans t0 derekdp 
to the point where there was som thing to discuss. 

We are definitely planniag to attend a Ciba conferems (the 
excuse8 drug resistance) at E&d&m. in late March. Ke are also booked - 
ior a confermce at Glasgow the week before. We bve about om more 
week free for other travel, and are try&g to formlata other plans 
for thk. It is very murh a matter of time and fimnces: we still 
bawnft altogether solved ths latter. Westergaard has already invited 
us concretely to vtit Copenhagen; I don't krm whet&r we should plab 
to visit both thsrs anl Paris on one trip. Possibly we may be able 
to squeeze soms more tims at tha end of the conference (March 29). 

_'. 
.I If you mad Jacques could arki soms'preliais+ry arrangements for 
fundr (tiicb are badly needed.for both of us to travel) we would appre- 

; ‘dab baaring of thea so we child take t!!m into account. c. - *: . 
On0 ‘Asoci t&b is 80 pressing ia vie ire raaking l second extensive 

a- trip next eukajj (Jum l-Get; 1) to &lbourne; Austral.ia, and the - . . -. univarsity hai, boeq~wry generous in dhwing leave for all that time. 
Our aarlier phn tias to use next Septeplber to return from Helbourne 

.- via Europe, so that we could vi&t you then (about Sept. 15-20) but 
unbar ths n&idle--East siMatioh clears up considerably, we may have 

_- to abandon tbcw. plans. .For this mason, I think we can promise to 
risrt Paris (I hope this doesnftdound like s're doing JOU a painful 
slrrdce) eith&:ln Harch or in Septamber; whatever finaaeial help pm 
wuld niao that nuld be applicable to either sitaation would be 

.- verymchappreciatcd. .:: I' - -- - _ -:. : :.=. ..-. .* " :* _ __. __. -- *' 

.: ., 
In w own work these ws Lam too tied down with some more writing 

(a review for Bact. Rers. that has JU& JWJ Tead a'good deal of literature, 
- _ .e.g. on pmumococcus, that I was behind on}. The onl;r new lines concern 

- - - . 8 study of wall-lea8 forms (i.e; Gforlns) of coli. That is, the penicillin 
I. 1 'indkod protoplastr can be encouraged to prolifemte as such in agar -- 

-- ..I .'.. (as Dienes knew years ago, U not for coli) but nat in broth. So far, 
:~.,p~thing gbneti.caUy very iatetistdng has succeeded, but we are sWl at 
7.;. l ,fdru pridtiw stage. of working out optimal media, etc., and of 

_.s- - - looking for wall-less m tants-&at havci genetic blocks in various .. . . . 
upects of wall synthesis, Sol ofcourse is us* the protcplasts for . 
RNA transfer expts., etc. 

Firight has little but technical progress; a few more negative tests 
of cytcplasmic transfer, and great suspicion as to whether x petite8 
are complet& neutral. Have you any views on th&s? 

So I d.ll write you further as our plans develop, and wait to haar 
what you may be able to arrange, 


